[nex12] Random quadratic equations

What is the probability that the quadratic equation x? + 2bx + ¢ = 0 has real roots if b and ¢ are

chosen randomly from the real numbers?
Demonstrate that this question has no unique answer. The instruction, “choose b and ¢ randomly

from the real numbers”, needs to be further specified. Calculate two distinct answers that follow

the instructions to the letter.

Solution:



